
BACKGROUND 

Variable Frequency Drives (VFDs) were first developed in the 1960s and were initially based on vacuum tube 
technology, making them large and expensive. However, advancements in semiconductor technology led 
to the development of smaller and more efficient VFDs that could be used in a wider range of applications. 
In the 1980s, the use of VFDs became more widespread, and today they are commonly used in industrial 
and commercial applications where precise control over motor speed and torque is required to optimize 
performance and energy efficiency. As technology continues to advance, VFDs are becoming more 
sophisticated and are now capable of integrating with other systems, such as programmable logic controllers 
(PLCs) and the Internet of Things (IoT), making them even more versatile and valuable in various industries.

PWM/PID
VARIABLE FREQUENCY DRIVE

CONCEPT A Variable Frequency Drive (VFD) is an electronic device 
that is used to control the speed and torque of an electric motor by 
varying the frequency and voltage of the electrical input signal. The VFD 
is capable of controlling the motor at different speeds and torque levels, 
which makes it a versatile solution for many different applications. 

APPLICATION 
An example of an application of Variable Frequency Drives (VFDs) is in a 
grain handling facility. The VFDs can be used to control the speed of motors 
in conveyors, elevators, and augers that move the grain from storage to 
processing or shipping. By controlling the speed of the motors with VFDs, the 
facility can optimize the flow of grain and reduce the risk of damage or spillage. 
Additionally, the VFDs can help reduce energy costs by adjusting the motor 
speed to match the demand of the system. For example, if the grain flow is low, 
the VFD can slow down the motor to save energy. Conversely, if the grain flow is 
high, the VFD can increase the motor speed to keep up with the demand.
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