
REVERSE ENGINEERING
PROCESS IDENTIFICATION

CONCEPT Reverse engineering is analyzing an existing product, 
system, or component to understand how it was designed, works, 
and can be modified or reproduced. Process identification is a 
type of reverse engineering that involves analyzing the steps or 
stages involved in producing a product or service to gain a deeper 
understanding of the underlying process and identify areas for 
improvement or optimization. 

This can involve various techniques, such as observation, data 
analysis, and experimentation, and can be applied to a wide 
range of industries and fields. Ultimately, process identification 
through reverse engineering can help organizations enhance their 
products or services, improve their operational efficiency and gain 
a competitive advantage in the marketplace.

REAL WORLD CONNECTIONS
One example of reverse engineering process identification in Nebraska could be 
optimizing the production process for corn ethanol, a significant industry in the 
state. Producing corn ethanol involves several steps, including milling, cooking, 
fermentation, distillation and dehydration.

Reverse engineering and process identification techniques could be used to 
analyze each step of the production process to identify inefficiencies, bottlenecks 
and areas for improvement. For example, data analysis could be used to identify 
variations in input materials or operating conditions that impact yield or quality.

Learn more at illuminate.nppd.comLearn more at illuminatenebraska.org
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