
BACKGROUND 

Growing up, being called a nerd might have made one feel bad, 
but these characteristics are actually a superpower. Examples of 
nerds from TV sitcoms include Steve Urkel (Family Matters), Screech 
Powers (Saved by the Bell) or any one of the lead characters of the 
Big Bang Theory. While these actors dramatized and sometimes 
embellished what it means to be a nerd, people who have this type 
of mindset are crucial to new product innovation and invention.

Today, many of the most successful companies and startups in the 
areas of computer science, robotics and artificial intelligence are 
led by individuals with a deep passion for technology and science, 
and a commitment to continuous learning and improvement. Their 
skillset, along with the unique way their mind works, add great value 
to research, development and theoretical applications.

TRAITS OF SUCCESS
NERD

CONCEPT The term, nerd, can refer to an individual who is 
considered highly intelligent, curious and passionate about their 
areas of interest. They tend to be detail-oriented and enjoy solving 
complex problems, often delving deep into the intricacies of a subject 
to gain a thorough understanding. They are typically very organized 
and disciplined, with a strong work ethic and a willingness to put in 
long hours to achieve their goals. They often have excellent technical 
skills and are comfortable working with advanced technology or 
software. Finally, they possess a strong drive to continuously improve 
their skills and knowledge, regularly seeking out new challenges and 
opportunities for growth.
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REAL WORLD 
CONNECTIONS
Students who have a passion 
for technology and science 
can look to the example of 
successful entrepreneurs 
and innovators to guide their 
own educational and career 
paths. By developing technical 
expertise, creative problem-
solving skills, and a commitment 
to continuous learning and 
improvement, students can 
position themselves for success 
in the rapidly evolving field of 
technology and innovation.


